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WONCA SAR Conference February 2016 
 

The 2014-15 Council had agreed to the proposal of Prof. Antoinette Perera to hosting the regional conference of 

WONCASAR in 2016. An organizing committee was formed with Dr. Preethi Wijegoonewardene as the Chair. 

The theme of the Conference was ñReaching Across the Shores to Strengthen Primary Careò. The conference 

was held from 11
th
 to 14

th
 February 2016 at Lionel Memoriam Auditorium (SLMA), BMICH and Waters Edge 

Hotel. 

 

Organising Committee:  

Dr. Preethi Wijegoonewardene (Chair), Prof. Antoinette Perera (Secretary General), Dr. Chandima Jeewandara 

(General Secretary, Dr. M. R. Haniffa (Hony. Treasurer), Dr. Carmel Fernandopulle (Financial Director),  

Advisors: Prof Leela de A Karunaratne, Dr. Dennis Aloysius, Dr. K Chandrasekher 

 

Scientific and Publications Committee Members: 

Dr. Shyamalee Samaranayaka (Chair), Dr. Hiranthini de Silva (Secretary), Dr. Chamath Fernando (Secretary), 

Dr. Erandi Ediriweera   (Secretary), Dr. Lalantha Senaratne, Dr. S. Kumaran, Dr. Shobhavi Kohombange, Dr. 

Thivanka Munasinghe, Dr. Sujeewa Karunathilake, Co opted Ms. Surani Wijesiriwardane and Ms. Kalani 

Kulathilaka, Medical Students from USJP  

 

Social affairs Committee Members: 

Dr. Shreen Willatgamuwa (Chair), Dr. Sankha Randenikumara 

(Secretary), Dr. H.D. Wijesinghe, Dr. Dinesha Molligoda  BVC 

 

Registration Committee Members: 

Dr. Janaka Ramanayake (Chair), Dr. Dinusha Perera 

(Secretary), Dr. Chandimal Alahakoon (Secretary), Dr. Aruni 

Weerakoon, Dr. Parakrama Warnasuriya, Dr. Arulanandan, Dr. 

Thushara Ambagahage  

 

Fund Raising Committee Members: 

Dr. Sri Ranjan (Chair), Dr. Priyantha Halambarachchige 

(Secretary), Dr. Malkanthi Galhena (Secretary), Dr. Asela 

Anthony, Dr. Pradeep Gunawardene, Dr. K H D Milroy 
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Trade Exhibition  Committee Members:  

Dr. Sanath Hettige (Chair), Dr. Maithri Rupasinghe (Secretary), Dr. 

Harsha Gunasekara, Dr. Lasitha Munasingha 

 

Event Organiser  

Dr. Lasantha Malavige (Lassana Flora Pvt Ltd)  

 

Secretarial Assistance: 

CGPSL office staff and Mrs. Charmaine Richards. 

 

Transport and Tour:  

Jetwing Travels.  

 

Conference & Participants: 

The WONCA South Asia Regional Conference 2016 was held in 

Colombo on the 11
th
 12

th
 13

th
 and 14

th
 February 2016 at the Sri Lanka 

Medical Association, BMICH and Waters edge Colombo. 394 

delegates attended for the main conference from Nepal, Sri Lanka, 

India, Saudi Arabia, Australia, Thailand, UK, France, Switzerland, 

Turkey, Malaysia, Norway, Canada, USA, Pakistan, China , Japan 

and from Bangladesh in different categories as follows: 

A. Invited Speakers : local and foreign          :  90 

B. Foreign Delegates including spice route members  :  92 

C. Sri Lankan Delegates :      302 

 

Inauguration Session: 

Honourable  Karu Jayasooriya, the  Speaker of the Parliament was the Chief Guest at the Inauguration 

Ceremony, while Professor Michael Kidd WONCA President, Prof Paratap Narayan Prasad WONCA SAR 

President, Dr. Garth Manning, WONCA CEO  were the Special Guests. Dr. Preethi Wijegoonewardene, 

Chairman of the Organizing Committee, chaired the session and Prof Antoinette Perera, Secretary General and 

the President of the CGPSL, delivered the welcome address.  

 

Invited Speeches:  

A total of 33 world class experts from different countries, presented 38 speeches on different topics related to 

Family Medicine. Prof Michael Kidd delivered the key-note speech - the ñlessons for South Asia on Family 

Medicine development around the worldò.  This was highly appreciated by the delegates.  

 

Research Papers & Workshops: 

A total of 48 oral presentations and 24 poster presentations were presented by researchers of different countries.  

 

Pre congress workshops  

3 main pre congress sessions meeting were held.  

1. Management of NCDs in Primarycare  

By a local panel of clinical experts, and an expert from World Health Organization - 132 delegates 

participated 

2. Getting your research Published  

By an expert from British Medical Journal based in India - 67 delegates participated 
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By facilitators from Royal College of General Practitioners of the UK and Sri Lanka, - 34 delegates 

participated 

  

4. Meeting of the Spice Route Movement  

16 delegates participated from Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, India and Germany. 

 

The main session:  

The main sessions were accommodated in  4 parallel sessions to include  five plenary lectures,  19  guest 

lectures and  19  Symposia on a variety of topics related to Family Medicine, Universal Health Coverage, The 

Role of GPs in SDGôs  and updating  of general practice skills. 

 

Cultural Events: 

Delegates were not only busy with academic sessions, they also enjoyed a good cultural evening ñThe Sri 

Lankan Nightò on 12
th
 February and a banquet on 13

th
 February.  

 

 

WONCA RESEARCH awards: 

WONCA SAR Presidents research award was awarded to Dr. Chandima Jeewandara from Sri Lanka and the 

CGPSL research award was awarded to   Dr. Pratush Kumar from India    

 

Conference Outcomes: 

The conference was well organized with good timing and relevant experts in the field and well participated by 

the Family Physicians who were enlightened with scientific facts suited for professional practice and updated in 

their Academic knowledge in Family Medicine. This conference certainly strengthened the academic and 

personal relations among South Asia Regional doctors .There was even a delegation from Maldives headed by 

Dr. Ali Shareef and shared their plans for launching a national organization of their own. Family doctors from 

the region were able to share solutions to the challenges that each one is facing in strengthening primary health 

care. The discussions ensured how to meet these challenges through family practice approach and ensure 

universal health coverage. The feedback from participants and the speakers were excellent. Only drawback 

highlighted was that the parallel halls should have been bigger to accommodate more persons. 

 

Among the highlights of the conference was the program  organized by the members of the Spice Route 

Movement, WONCAôs active organization for young family doctors in South Asia, founded by WONCA 

executive member, Dr Raman Kumar, and now led by Dr. Bhavna Matta from India and the launch of the new 

WONCA Rural South Asia (WORSA) health group, an initiative led by young family doctor,  Pratyush Kumar, 

from India dedicated to improving health care for the majority of people in the countries of South Asia who live 

in rural areas. There was a mixed able dance performance which showed how rehabilitation is carried out 

through dancing. The choreographer, Mr. Mahesh Umagiliya from Sri Lanka is a nationally and internationally 

recognized dancer.  

 

Prof. Antoinette Perera 

Secretary General, WONCA SAR Organising Committee 

 

 

3. Training of Trainers- Assessment for, of and as learningò 
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WONCA SAR 2016 ð Inauguration Ceremony 
12th February 2016 @ BMICH 

 

WONCA SAR 2016 ð Sri Lankan Night 
12th February 2016 @ BMICH 
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WONCA SAR 2016 ð Banquet 
13th February 2016 @ Watersõ Edge 

 

WONCA SAR 2016 ð Main Congress 
13th & 14th February 2016 @ Watersõ Edge 
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WONCA SAR 2016 ð Main Congress 
13th & 14th February 2016 @ Watersõ Edge 

 


